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Gerald Shargel
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He has the distinction of having won Rabbi
Shlomo Helbrans—in prison for kidnapping
a Hasidic youth—the right to keep his beard
behind bars. The Brooklyn U.S. Attorney’s
Office recently dropped a four-year investi-
gation into Shargel and attorney Bruce Cut-
ler for their involvement in the case against
John Gotti and associates. Shargel, 50, won
Gotti’s state acquittal and succeeded in get-
ting the appellate division to vacate the sen-
tence ol former Bronx democratic leader
Stanley Friedman. Two weeks ago, he won
the acquittal of Norman Dansker, known as
New York’s “co-op king,” in state court; in
May he will be trying the case of former
Braniff Airlines owner Jeffrey Chodorow in
federal court. "He’s a very good law man,”
says one attorney. “There are very few
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lawyers who can handle both ends of the ball

game—cross-examination,
summations . . . and appellate review.”
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